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Educational Background 
 
1961  B.S. (Mathematics)  Holy Cross College 
1963  M.A. (Philosophy)  University of Notre Dame 
1963-64 Fulbright Fellow, University of Louvain, Belgium 
1968  Ph.D. (Philosophy)  University of Notre Dame 
 
Dissertation: Husserl's Phenomenology and the Theory of Logic 
 
Academic Positions 
 
1967-68 Instructor, University of California, San Diego 
1968-72 Wissenschaftlicher Assistent, University of Munich, Germany 
1972-85 Assistant and Associate Professor, Boston University 
1885-  Professor, Northwestern University 
1992-            John Shaffer Professor in the Humanities, Northwestern University 
1987  Visiting Professor, University of Frankfurt, Germany 
2005  William H. Orrick Jr. Visiting Professor, Yale University 
 
Grants, Fellowships, Prizes 
 
Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship, 1975-76; summer 1978 and 1983 
Director, NEH Summer Seminars, 1982 and 1984 
NEH Fellowship for Independent Study and Research, 1983 
Guggenheim Fellowship, 1985 
American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship, 1989-90 
NEH Interpretive Research Project Grant, 1989-90 
BBV Foundation Chair (Spain), 1992 
Alice Berline Kaplan Humanities Center Fellowship, Northwestern University, 2000-01 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Research Prize, 2003 
National Endowment for the Humanities Research Fellowship, 2004 
 
Publications 
 
Books,  The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas  (MIT Press, Hutchinson Press, 1978);  
Author: paperback edition (MIT Press, 1981; Polity Press, Blackwell, 1984). 
  German Edition:  Kritik der Verständigungsverhältnisse  (Suhrkamp Verlag,  
             1980; expanded edition, 1989).  Spanish Edition:  La Teoria Critica de Jürgen               
  Habermas (Tecnos, 1987). 
 
  Ideals and Illusions:  On Reconstruction and Deconstruction in Contemporary 
  Critical Theory, (MIT Press, 1991).  Spanish Edition:  Ideales e Ilusiones  
  (Tecnos, 1992).  German Edition, expanded: Ideale und Illusionen (Suhrkamp 
  Verlag, 1993). 
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  Critical Theory (Basil Blackwell, 1994), co-authored with David Hoy. 
 
  Difference and Development: Philosophical Reflections on Race and Empire 
  (in progress). 
 
 
Books,  Understanding and Social Inquiry  (Notre Dame Press, 1977), co-edited with  
Editor:  F. Dallmayr. 
 
  After Philosophy: End or Transformation?  (MIT Press, 1986), co-edited with  
  K. Baynes and J. Bohman. 
 
  Zwischenbetrachtungen im Prozess der Aufklärung (Suhrkamp Verlag, 1989), 
  co-edited with A. Honneth, C. Offe, A. Wellmer.  English edition in two  
  volumes: Philosophical Interventions in the Unfinished Project of Enlightenment 
  andCultural-Political Interventions in the Unfinished Project of  
  Enlightenment (MIT Press, 1992). 
 
Translations: Legitimation Crisis, by J. Habermas (Beacon, 1975). 
 
  Communication and the Evolution of Society, by J. Habermas (Beacon, 1979). 
 
  The Theory of Communicative Action, by J. Habermas (Beacon Press).   Vol. I,  
  Reason and the Rationalization of Society (1984).  Vol. 2,  Lifeworld and 
System:  
  A Critique of Functionalist Reason, (1987). 
 
Guest Editor: The Philosophical Forum, Vol. XIII, No. 1 (Fall, 1981), Kant's Critique of Pure  
  Reason 
 
  The European Journal of Philosophy, Vol.7, No. 2 (August, 1999),                        
  Hegel and His Legacy 
 
General Editor: Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought  (MIT Press, 1981-present), 
   c. 100 titles. 
 
Articles,  “Logic, Mathematics, and Ontology in Husserl,” The Journal of the British 
Chapters, etc: Society for Phenomenology, Vol. 3, No. 2 (May, 1972):  158-164. 
 
  “Der Wissenschaftsbegriff im westlichen Denken,” Sowjetsystem und  
  demokratische Gesellschaft, Freiburg, 1972; English: “The Concept of Science in 
  Western Thought,” in Marxism, Communism and Western Society, Freiburg 
  1973, pp. 274-286. 
 
  “Thesen zur Begründung einer kritischen Theorie der Gesellschaft,” Zeitschrift  
  für  allgemeine Wissenschaftstheorie, Bd. III, Heft 1 (1972):  49-62, with  
  K. Ballestrem. 
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  “On Misunderstanding Understanding,” Theory and Decision, v. 3 (1973):  351-
  370. 
 

“A Theory of Communicative Competence,” Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 
Vol. 3 (1973):  135-156; reprinted in Critical Sociology, P. Connerton (ed.), 
(Penguin, 1976), pp. 470-497, and in Schools of Thought in Sociology:  Critical 
Sociology, Larry Ray, ed. (Edward Elgar Publishing, 1990), pp. 221-242. 

 
  “The Problem of Rationality in Social Anthropology,” Stony Brook Studies in  
  Philosophy, Vol. I, 1974, pp. 1-21. 
 
  “The Operation Called Verstehen: Towards a Redefinition of the Problem,”  
  Proceedings of the 1972 Biennial Meeting of the Philosophy of Science  
  Association, Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science, Vol. XX, 1974, pp. 
  167-193.  (Earlier version of “On Misunderstanding Understanding”.) 
 
  “Introduction” to Legitimation Crisis by J. Habermas (1975), pp. vii-xxiv. 
 
  “History and Evolution: On the Changing Relation of Theory to Practice in the 
  Work of Jürgen Habermas,” Proceedings of the 1978 Biennial Meeting of the 
  Philosophy of Science Association, PSA 1978, Vol. 2, ed. by P. Asquith and I. 
  Hacking, pp. 397-423.  Spanish translation in Rivista Mexicana de Sociología, 
  XLV, 1983, pp. 1179-1207. 
 
  “Rationality and Discourse,” in Rationality Today, T. F. Geraets, ed.  
  (University of Ottawa Press, 1979), pp. 441-447. 
 

“Rationality and Relativism: Habermas' 'Overcoming' of Hermeneutics,” in 
Habermas: Critical Debates, J. Thompson and D. Held (eds.), (Macmillan, MIT 
Press, 1982), pp. 57-78. 

 
  “Legitimation Problems in Advanced Capitalism,” in Legitimacy and the State, 
  William Connelly, ed. (Basil Blackwell, 1984), pp. 156-179; reprint of chapter 5 
  of The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas“ 
 
  Reflections on Rationalization in the Theory of Communicative Action,” Praxis  
  International, vol. 4, no. 2, summer 1984, pp. 177-191; reprinted in Habermas 
  and Modernity, R. J. Bernstein, ed. (Basil Blackwell, MIT, 1985), pp. 176-191, 
  and in The Frankfurt School:  Critical Assessments, J. Bernstein, ed. (Routledge, 
  1994). 
 
  “Complexity and Democracy, or the Seducements of Systems Theory,” New 
  German Critique, 35 (1985):  27-53; reprinted in Communicative Action,  
  A. Honneth and H. Joas, eds. (MIT Press and Polity Press, 1991),  

pp. 119-139; and in American Postwar Critical Though, ed. P. Beilharz; 
expanded German version in Kommunikatives Handeln,  A. Honneth and H. Joas 
eds., (Suhrkamp Verlag, 1986), pp. 177-215; French translation in Reseaux  34 
(1989):  51-77. 
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  “Philosophie und Wissenssoziologie.  Zur Aktualität der kritischen Theorie,” in 
  Die Frankfurter Schule und die Folgen, A. Honneth and A. Wellmer, eds., (de 
  Gruyter, 1986), pp. 113-127.  Serbo-Croatian translation in Theoria (1985):  99-
  112. 
 
  “Philosophical Foundations of Political Theology,” in Civil Religion and  
  Political Theology, L. Rouner, ed. (University of Notre Dame Press, 1986),  
  pp. 23-40.  German translation in Babylon, 6 (1989):  7-21. 
 
  “Introduction,” to The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity, by J. Habermas 
  (MIT Press, 1987), pp. vii-xvii. 
 
  “Scientific Rationality and the 'Strong Program' in the Sociology of Knowledge,”  
  in Construction and Constraint: The Shaping of Scientific Rationality, Ernan 
  McMullin, ed. (University of Notre Dame Press, 1988), pp. 75-95. 
 
  “Contra Relativism:  A Thought-Experiment,” Zeitschrift für Philosophische 
  Forschung, 43 (1989):  318-330; reprinted in Relativism:  Interpretation  and  
  Confrontation,  Michael Krausz, ed. (University of Notre Dame Press, 1989), 
  pp. 256-271.  Spanish translation in Politica Y Sociedad, 2 (1989):  89-98. 
 
  “Philosophy and Social Practice:  Avoiding the Ethnocentric  
  Predicament,” in A. Honneth, T. McCarthy, C. Offe, A. Wellmer,  
  eds., Zwischenbetrachtungen im Prozess der Aufklärung  
  (Suhrkamp Verlag, 1989), pp. 190-209. 
 
  “The Politics of the Ineffable:  Derrida's Deconstructionism,” The Philosophical 
  Forum, XXI (1989-90):  146-168; reprinted in Hermeneutics and Critical Theory   
  in Ethics & Politics, Michael Kelly, ed. (MIT Press, 1990), pp. 146-168.  
Spanish              translation, La Balsa de la Medusa, 12 (1989):  17-42. 
 

“Private Irony and Public Decency:  Richard Rorty's New Pragmatism,” Critical 
Inquiry, 16 (1990):  355-370. Reprinted in Sage Masters: Richard Rorty (Sage 
Publications, 2005). Spanish translation, La Balsa de la Medusa, 8 (1988):  53-
69.  French translation, in Lire Rorty, ed. by Jean-Pierre Cometti (Editions de 
l'éclat, 1992), pp. 77-100. 

   
  “Ironist Theory as a Vocation:  a Response to Rorty, “ Critical Inquiry,  
  16 (1990): 644-655.  French translation in Lire Rorty, ed. by Jean-Pierre  
  Cometti (Editions de l'éclat, 1992), pp. 195-212. 
 

“The Critique of Impure Reason:  Foucault and the Frankfurt School,” Political 
Theory  18 (1990):  437-469; reprinted in Rethinking Power, T. Wartenberg, ed., 
(SUNY Press, 1992), pp. 121-148; and in D. Rasmussen & J. Swindel, eds., 
Critical Theory, Vol. IV: The Future of Critical Theory (Sage, 2004), pp. 192-
222; Spanish translation, Isegoria 1 (1990):  49-84; Japanese translation in 
Iwanami Lectures on Modern Thought, vol. VIII (Iwanami Shoten, 1994), pp. 
155-213.  
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  “After the Linguistic Turn:  Critical Theory versus the New Pragmatism,”  in 
  Wirkungen Kritischer Theorie und Kritisches Denken, Ph.v. Engeldorp  
  Gastelaars, Sl. Magala, & O. Preuss, eds. (Universitaire Pers Rotterdam, 1990), 
            pp. 99-116; and in Critical Theory Today, Ph.v. Engeldorp Gastelaars, Sl.  
  Magala, O. Preuss, eds. (University Press Rotterdam, The Hague, The  
  Netherlands, 1990), pp. 105-122. 
 
  “Heidegger and Critical Theory:  The First Encounter,” in K. Harries and Ch. 
  Jamme, eds., Martin Heidegger:  Politics, Art, and Technology (Holmes & 
Meier,   1994), pp. 210-224; German translation in Ch. Jamme and K. Harries , eds., 
  Martin Heidegger: Kunst-Politik-Technik. (Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 1992), pp. 
279-             293. 
 
  “Deconstruction and Reconstruction in Contemporary Critical Theory,” 
  Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Supplementary Volume 19,  
  Reconstructing Philosophy?  New Essays in Metaphilosophy,  
  J. Couture & K. Nielsen, eds. (Univ. of Calgary Press, 1994), 
   pp. 247-264; earlier version  in N. Gilje, ed., Modernitet:    
  Differensiering og Rasjonalisering (Ariadne Forlag, 1992), pp. 75-93;  
  Spanish translation, La Balsa de la Medusa, 21 (1992): 19-33. 
  

“Practical Discourse: On the Relation of Morality to Politics,”in Habermas 
 and the Public Sphere , edited by C. Calhoun (MIT Press, 1992), 

   pp. 51-72; reprinted in N. Gilje, ed., Modernitet: Differensier 
Rasjonalisering, (Ariadne  Forlag, 1992), pp. 1-25; in Revue 
Internationale de Philosophie, 49 (1995):  461-481; and in Sage Masters of 
Social Thought: Jürgen Habermas, D. Rasmussen & J. Swindal, eds. (Sage, 
2002), pp. 353-369.  Spanish translation in Maria Herrera, ed.,Jürgen Habermas:  
Moralidad, ética y politica (Alianza Editorial, 1992), pp. 147-171. 

 
             “Doing the Right Thing in Cross-Cultural Representation,” review essay,  
  Ethics, 102 (1992):635-649. 
 

“The Idea of a Critical Theory and Its Relation to Philosophy,” in S. Benhabib,        
W.  Bonss, J. McCole, eds., On Max Horkheimer:  New Perspectives  (MIT 
Press, 1993), pp. 127-151; reprinted in D. Rasmussen & J. Swindel, , eds., 
Critical Theory, Vol.II: Theoretical Foundations (Sage, 2001), pp. 29-47. 

   
“Multikultureller Universalismus:  Variationen zu einigen Themen 

   Kants,”  in Zur Verteidigung der Vernunft, ed. by Ch. Menke and M. Seel, 
   (Suhrkamp Verlag, 1993), pp. 26-45; Catalan transl., Enra honar  27 
(1997):  
  45-59. 
 
  “On the Communicative Dimension of Social Practice,” in C. Gould,  
  R. Cohen, eds., Artifacts, Representations, and Social Practice    
  (Kluwer, 1993), pp. 83-102; reprinted in El trabajo filosofico de hoy en el  
  continente, ed. by C. Gutierrez (Editorial ABC, 1995), pp. 131-145; and in  
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Beyond Theory, ed. by St. Toulmin & B. Gustavsen (John Benjamin’s  
Publishing,1996), pp.159-177; Spanish translation, Isegoria 8(1993):65-84. 

 
  “Kantian Constructivism and Reconstructivism:  Rawls and Habermas in  
  Dialogue,” Ethics 105 (1994): 44-63; reprinted in Chinese Social Sciences 
   Quarterly (Winter, 1994): 141-158; in Public Reason, F. D’Agostino & 
G. Gans,  
  eds. (Ashgate, 1999); and in The Philosophy of Rawls ( Garland, 2000). 
   Spanish translation in La Filosofia Moral y Politica de Juergen Habermas, J. A. 
  Gimbernat, ed. (Editorial Biblioteca Nueva, 1997), pp. 35-62. 
   
  “Legitimacy and Diversity:  Dialectical Reflections on Analytical Distinctions,” 
  Protosoziologie  6 (1994): 199-228; reprinted in Cardozo Law Review  17  
  (1996): 1083-1125, and in Rechtstheorie  27 (1996):329-365,  and in A. Arato & 
  M.Rosenfeld, eds., Habermas on Law and Democracy:Critical Exchanges  
  (University of California Press, 1998), pp. 115-153. 
 
  “Habermas,” in A Companion to Continental Philosophy, S.Critchley & W.                             
                          Schroeder, eds. (Basil Blackwell, 1997), pp. 397-406. 
 
  “The Philosophy of the Limit and Its Other,” Constellations  2 (1995):  175-188. 
 
  “Critical Theory and Postmodernism:  A Response to David Hoy,” in D.  
  Rasmussen, ed., Handbook of Critical Theory  (Basil Blackwell, 1996), pp. 

340-368; reprinted from Critical Theory. 
 
  “Enlightenment and the Idea of Public Reason,”European  Journal of  
  Philosophy, 3 (1995): 242-256; reprinted in the Proceedings of the Eighth  
  International Kant  Congress, (Marquette Univ. Press, 1995), vol. I, part 3,  
  pp. 1049-1064, and in Theorie und Praxis, ed. by K. Ballestrem & H. Ottman 
  (Duncker u. Humblot, 1996), pp. 59-76, and in R. Kearney & M. Dooley, 
   eds., Questioning Ethics: Contemporary Debates in Philosophy  (Routledge, 
  1999), pp. 164-180. 
 
  “On The Idea of a Reasonable Law of Peoples,” in J. Bohman, M, Lutz- 
  Bachmann, eds., Perpetual Peace: Essays on Kant’s Cosmopolitan Ideal   
              (The MIT Press, 1997), pp. 201-217; German translation, Frieden durch  
  Recht:Kants Friedensidee und das Problem einer neuen Weltordnung  (Surkamp  
  Verlag, 1996), pp. 200-219. 
 
  “On the Pragmatics of Communicative Reason,” Japanese translation of chapter 
3  
  of  Critical Theory,  in Martin Jay, ed., The Latest American Work in Critical  
  Theory  (Kochi Shobo, 1997), pp. 31-50. 
 
  “Two Conceptions of Cosmopolitan Justice,” in I. MacKenzie & S.O’Neill,eds., 
  Reconstituting Social Criticism  (Macmillan & St. Martin’s, 1999), pp. 191-214; 
  Spanish translation  in Isegoria  16 (1999):37-60. 
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“On Reconciling National Diversity and Cosmopolitan Unity,”Public Culture 
11(1999):175-208; reprinted in D. P. Gaonkar, ed., Alternative Modernities 
(Duke University Press, 2001), pp. 197-235, and in  C. Cronin & P. DeGreiff, 
eds., Global Justice and Transitional Politics (MIT Press, 2002), pp. 235-274. 

   
“Die politische Philosophie und das Problem der Rasse,” in L. Wingert &  
K. Günther, eds., Die Öffentlichkeit der Vernunft und die Vernunft der 
Öffentlichkeit (Suhrkamp Verlag, 2001), pp. 627-654. 
 
“The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas,” in D. Rasmussen & J. Swindal,  
eds., Sage Masters of Social Thought: Jürgen Habermas (Sage, 2002), 
pp. 3-31, reprinted from The Critical Theory of Jürgen Habermas,  
pp. 16-40, 53-60.  
 
“Vergangenheitsbewältigung in the USA: On the Politics of the Memory of 
Slavery,” Political Theory 30 (2002): 623-648; reprinted in M. Pensky, ed., 
Globalizing Critical Theory (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005), pp. 138-164. 
 
“Coming to Terms with the Past, Part II: On the Morality and Politics of 
Reparations for Slavery,” Political Theory 32 (2004): 750-772.  German 
translation in Deutsche Zeitschrift für Philosophie 52 (2004):847-867. 

   
  “Political Philosophy and Racial Injustice: From Normative to Critical Theory,”  

in S. Benhabib & N. Fraser, eds, Pragmatism, Critique, Judgment (MIT Press, 
2004), pp. 147-168; Spanish translation forthcoming in Revista de Filosofia, 
Universidad de Antioquia. 
 
 “On the Way to a World Republic? Kant on Race and Development,” in Lothar 
Waas, ed. Politik, Moral und Religion: Gegensätze und Ergänzungen (Duncker& 
Humblot Verlag, 2004), pp. 223-242; Spanish translation forthcoming in M. 
Herrera & P. De Greiff, eds., Razones de la Justicia. 
 
“Multicultural Cosmopolitanism: Remarks on the Idea of Universal History,” 
forthcoming in Stephen Schneck, ed., Letting Be: Fred Dallmayr’s 
Cosmopolitical Vision (University of Notre Dame Press). 
 
“Repairing Past Injustice: Remarks on the Politics of Reparations,” in H. 
McGary, ed., Reparations for African Americans (Rowman & Littlefield, 
forthcoming) 


