PHIL 110: Introduction to Philosophy
(The Nature of Value)

Instructor: Taylor Rogers
Taylorrogers2018@u.northwestern.edu
I am a PhD Candidate in the Department of Philosophy, and a certificate candidate in the Department of Gender and Sexuality here at Northwestern. This is the first course I’ve taught with SPS. My research specializes in issues of social epistemology (or how what we know relates to the social world) as they intersect with questions of racialized and gendered oppression. In my free time, I am a singer-songwriter, a co-parent to two wonderful girls, and an activist for social change, particularly as it relates to incarceration. I am looking forward to getting to know a bit more about each of you, too, as this course progresses.
Class: Tues/Thurs 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., and Asynchronously 
Office Hours: Mondays/Wednesdays 2-3 PM by appointment (Other times can be accommodated if needed)

Course Description: 
What makes an action right or wrong? What makes something true or false? What makes a landscape or painting beautiful? Guided by these questions, this course draws upon historical and contemporary readings to critically examine influential and underrepresented viewpoints in three major subfields of philosophy: ethics, epistemology, and aesthetics. The aim is to bring about a preliminary but rich understanding of how and why we place different kinds of value on different kinds of things (in philosophy, but also more broadly).
*There are no prerequisites for the course.

Course Learning Objectives: 
1. Develop skills in the analysis, critique, and construction of arguments.
2. Critically reflect on our own value assumptions, and those at work in our communities.
3. Develop skills in the clear and effective communication of arguments, both verbally, and especially in writing.
4. Appreciate the complexity and stakes of questions about value, both in philosophy and more broadly. 
5. Develop skills in distilling the most salient information from complex texts.  
6. Critically examine influential philosophical positions through the lens of underrepresented viewpoints. 

Teaching Approach:
Academic philosophy has historically failed to represent and consider the worldviews and texts of women and people of color. As a result, the field has missed out on many opportunities to learn and grow as a discipline. Furthermore, when it comes to issues of oppression, scholarly norms have taken two approaches: 1. to ignore the racism and sexism perpetuated by authors and texts (by, for example, claiming the racist and sexist views presented are ‘irrelevant’ to the philosophy of the considered positions), or 2. To throw away the texts and authors completely, claiming the racism and sexism poisons these texts to such an extent that engagement is no longer worthwhile, and is even harmful. I take a middle approach (which is not to claim that no validity can be found in either of the two approaches mentioned above). My approach hopes to make the philosophical canon accountable and relevant to issues of oppression by reading more traditional texts alongside (and sometimes against) influential authors who explicitly thematize oppression (both inside and outside of the academy). For example, how can Utilitarian or Kantian ethics be understood when applied to issues of violence as put forward by MLK and Malcolm X? How does Mills’ view in ‘on liberty’ about freedom of speech apply to those members of society who lack social power to speak out in public spaces, such as many women in the history of philosophy? By creating such conversations, I hope we can better understand both the limits and possibilities of some of the most influential philosophical positions, as well as improve upon them through more collaborative scholarship with figures and texts currently underrepresented in the discipline.

Course Schedule:
*All required reading and asynchronous material is available on CANVAS.

Week 1 : Introduction: What is Philosophy?

Tuesday, July 28: 
Readings: 
1. Syllabus (please read thoroughly)
2. Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper
Asynchronous: 
1. Examined Life Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFPI7Pr1KXohBQiVntL1IHbEtYRWvCzm7 (Please watch the first four videos of this playlist)
2. Please upload a one to three-minute video comment introducing yourself to the class. What is your name? Where are you from? What do you study? Do you have any prior experience with philosophy? What is one thing most people don't know about you? (under Discussions on CANVAS, go to the assignment, and click on the triangle icon which says ‘record/upload media’ above the text box).

Thursday, July 30 
Readings:
1. John Stuart Mill, Chapter II: ‘On the Liberty of Thought and Discussion,’ On Liberty 
2. Kristie Dotson, ‘Tracking Epistemic Violence, Tracking Practices of Silencing’
Asynchronous: 
1. Examined Life Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFPI7Pr1KXohBQiVntL1IHbEtYRWvCzm7 (Please watch the last three videos)
2. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: For whom is freedom of speech possible, and for whom is it not? Have you ever experienced limitations on your own freedom of speech? If so, what was the cause of such limitation? Given these constraints, do you think Mills’ prescriptions are feasible? Or, if they are, do we have different responsibilities to these demands given social positioning and different amounts of social power and social protections? 
3. Prepare one question to put into the chat at the start of class.

Week 2: Ethics

Tuesday, August 4: 
Readings:
1. Christine Korsgaard, Introduction to Kant’s Groundwork
2. John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 1 and 2 only 
Asynchronous: 
1. Beginner’s Guide to Kant’s Moral Philosophy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ2fvTvtzBM
2. Mill’s Utilitarianism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfiEa6MfoTw
3. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: Do you think the moral status of actions is determined by one’s motivations, or the consequences of one’s actions? Give an example which justifies or provides support for your position. (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims).
4. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.

Thursday, August 6: 
Readings:
1. Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail
2. Malcolm X, Message to the Grassroots
Asynchronous: 
1. Martin Luther King Jr. on non-violence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74XJJ3Tq5ew
2. Malcolm X’s Speech on Police Brutality: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_uYWDyYNUg
3. Group Discussion Board—upload one 1-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: Do you think violence is sometimes justified? If so, when? What is the strength of the argument for non-violence? Give an example to support your position. Do you think you would find agreement in Kant or Mills? (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims).
4. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.
*Reflection paper due by Friday, August 7 at 11 a.m.

Week 3: Epistemology 

Tuesday, August 11: 
Readings:
1. Linda Zagzebski, ‘What is Knowledge?’
2. Donna Haraway, ‘Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective’
Asynchronous:
1. Jennifer Nagel’s Introduction to Epistemology: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_Y3utIeTPg
2. Sandra Harding on Standpoint Theory: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOAMc12PqmI
3. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: Do you believe in ‘objective knowledge’ either in the sciences or more broadly? What role does one’s social position in society have on one’s knowledge? Does Harding expose the limits of Zagzebski’s account, or are they merely talking about different kinds of knowledges? Give an example to support your position. (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims).
4. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.

Thursday, August 13: 
1. Harry Frankfurt, ‘On Bullshit’
2. Charles Mills, ‘White Ignorance’
Asynchronous: 
1. Charles Mills refines Trevor Noah’s Powerful Thoughts about George Floyd’s Murder: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tjvj-flz_kQ
2. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: What is an example of group-based ignorance you have seen in your own life? What is an example of bullshit you have seen in your own life? (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims).
3. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.
*Reflection paper due by Friday August 14, 11. a.m.

Week 4: Aesthetics

Tuesday, August 18: 
Readings: 
1. Immanuel Kant, Analytic of the Beautiful
2. Alain Locke, The New Negro
Asynchronous:	
1. Stunning Nature video (watch for 5 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ju86mknumYM
2. The Color Line: Black and White Aesthetic Values: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duax-RsqKGg
3. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers (agreeing, disagreeing, or asking critical questions of their position). Prompt: Is beauty universal or particular? What do you think Kant means by ‘dis-interestedness’? Is is possible to engage ‘dis-interestedly’ with the kind of art and culture promoted by Locke? (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims).
4. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.

Thursday, August 20: 
Readings: 
1. Plato, The Republic Book X 
2. Audre Lorde, ‘Poetry is Not a Luxury’ 
Asynchronous:
1. Plato Book X: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUeRS-Rgb5E
2. ‘Wait for Me’ from Hadestown: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWtjGIV1sMQ
3. Hamilton’s Tony Performance with Obamas Introduction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5VqyCQV1Tg
4. Porgy and Bess Performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NghjBMn6ZJM
5. Group Discussion Board—upload one 2-3 minute video comment, and two video responses or typed comments to your peers. Prompt: Do you think emotions hinder or help one’s access to truth and/or beauty? Use an example to support your position. (Feel free to draw from the readings or videos if you’d like to further support your claims). 
6. Prepare one question from the reading to put into the chat at the start of class.
*Reflection paper due by Friday, August 21 11:00 a.m.

*Final Paper outline due Monday, August 24 11:00 a.m.

Week 5: Closing

Tuesday, August 25: 
Readings: 
1. Re-read in depth the two authors you have chosen to write on for your Final Paper.
2. Re-read guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper
Synchronous: Peer writing workshop for Final Papers (have outline on hand)
Asynchronous: 
1. Group Discussion Board—upload one video in which you state your thesis for your final paper, and how you are going to argue for it. Upload two video responses or typed comments to your peers with critical questions for their papers. 

Thursday, August 27: 
Readings:
No reading assignment.
Synchronous: The Zoom link will be open for anyone who wants to meet to discuss papers.  
Asynchronous: 
No Asynchronous work is required for this session.

*Final Paper due on Friday August 28, by 11 a.m.

Course Requirements and Assignments

	1.
	Attendance/participation – Synchronous class attendance is expected. Synchronous learning will occur from 11:30-1:00 PM during our scheduled meetings, where attendance will be collected. Plan to log in to our class meetings on time and remain for the entire period. (Please note that I will still plan to record the lecture portion of each class so that you can view/re-view them asynchronously if needed.)  If you must arrive late, leave early, or miss class for any reason, please let me know as far in advance as possible.  If you have limitations with synchronous learning due to time zone issues, please inform me of these before the course begins on July 28. You will have a chance to type a question into the chat at the start of each class session to build in participation credit. It is highly encouraged that you keep your video on during our sessions. Please only refrain from using video if there are privacy or other environmental issues that are of concern, and that cannot be addressed with a funky screen background. 

	2.
	Reading/Asynchronous assignments and Discussion Board– You will be responsible for all material covered in class as well as material covered in your reading and asynchronous assignments.  It is important to do readings and asynchronous assignments before the class for which the material is assigned; that way you will get the most out of our lectures and activities. Be sure to read and engage asynchronous material at a depth that will enable you to apply it in class during group and full class discussions. Asynchronous components, including any videos to watch, and your video responses/comments for the Group Discussion Board, can be done from 10:00-11:30 on the same days as class, or in your own time (again, as long as it’s done before the class for which the material is assigned). No late assignments will be accepted. Please also note that I am able to see whether or not you have accessed the asynchronous material from Canvas. All video comments and responses for your group discussion board will be done directly through CANVAS. You can either record and upload directly from your computer, or, to avoid the risk of losing any content if you experience internet instability, you can record the video on your phone and then upload using the CANVAS app. Late group discussion posts will not be accepted.

	3.
	Reflection Papers– There are three written assignments for this course. For each of these assignments, choose one text from the week and write a one-page single-spaced critical reflection. 2/3 of the reflection should be dedicated to summarizing the relevant portion of the author’s position, and 1/3 should be dedicated to your own critical stance on that position. We will discuss further details in class. 
Due dates for each reflection paper are indicated on the course schedule.  These assignments should be submitted via uploading on the Canvas site each week by Friday at 11 AM (I’m a firm believer in weekends). Collectively, they are worth 25% of your total grade. Late reflection papers will not be accepted.
Note: You will receive feedback on each of your writing assignments, primarily to guide your writing towards a successful final paper.

	4. 
	Final Paper -- There will be one 5-6 pages final paper which will be worth 25% of your final grade, as well as an outline you will prepare in advance of the paper which is worth 5% of your grade. This paper will build upon one of your written homework assignments.  You will be asked to critically put into conversation two of the authors we have read. We will discuss further details in class. 
Note: You will not receive feedback on your final paper unless you issue a special request via email. 

	 
	
DUE Friday, 8/28 at 11 a.m.  SUBMIT VIA ASSIGNMENTS LINK ON CANVAS. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED.




Policies: 


My goals and expectations for you:
This class is intense. We are covering a large amount of material in a short period of time. I expect for each of you to make an effort throughout the course to make your needs, concerns, and any other feedback that you might have known to me. Most importantly, I need to know if you have special needs or circumstances that are impacting your performance or completion of work for the course.  I am willing to be flexible and accommodating of special circumstances, but can only reasonably do so if you keep me informed about what it is that you need. While our class meetings will be conducted via Zoom, I do intend for these to be as much like in-person class meetings as possible – so questions and discussion are welcome (and expected!).  
What you can expect of me:
I am committed to making this course not only an educational experience, but a positive experience as well.  To that end, just as I expect for each of you to make efforts over the course of the summer quarter to communicate your needs and concerns to me, I will endeavor to give you regular feedback and make myself available to you.  In addition to the time that we spend together in class, I do my best to make myself available to you for help and consultation outside of class time, and I hope you will avail yourself of the offer to set up individual (remote) one-on-one meetings as needed. I am also more than happy to speak with you by phone or answer questions via e-mail.  
Besides my availability and interest in getting to know each of you, you can expect that I am interested in your feedback and input about the course, and I am open to comments, both positive and negative, about how your experience is going.  I cannot guarantee that I will be able to resolve every complaint in the way that you might hope, but I can guarantee that I will listen to your concerns and make every effort to find a satisfactory resolution. We are all still relatively new to the remote learning format, and I would very much like to make this the best learning experience that the format allows – but I need to hear from you in order to be able to do that.
Finally, you can expect that I am deeply committed to your learning here at Northwestern University.  You may find there are times in class when you have a question that I cannot answer on the spot, but you can expect that when I do not know the answers, I will do my best to work with you to find the answers.  It is not just a cliché to say that, as your instructor, I will also be learning from each of you throughout the course.  
Canvas Website
You will be submitting all work for this course via Canvas. Check the website frequently for updates, and information about the course. If you have never used a Canvas website for a course before, you can access it from the NU Home Page by clicking on the “Canvas” link on the top of the home page and then clicking on the “Log into Canvas” link. 
Grading
Attendance/Participation		            16%
Discussion Board				24%
Reflection papers                     		30%
Final Paper					25%
Paper Outline                                                    5%

Total						100%		

A = 	93 – 100%      		
A- = 	90 – 92%		
B+ =	87 – 89%		
B = 	83 – 86%		
B- = 	80 – 82%		
C+ = 	77 – 79%		
C = 	73 – 76%		
C- = 	70 – 72%		
D = 	60 – 69%		
F=	<60%		

Remote Learning
Teaching remotely is new for all of us. We will find our way, but extra patience and flexibility is needed for us to do so. Please note that the syllabus, reading assignments, and other elements of the course are subject to change as we gather more information about what is working best, and what may or may not be serving our learning.
Contacting Me
Students may contact me via email, or by appointment. Students must use their Northwestern email address to communicate with me regarding all school-related matters. I will typically respond to email within 48 hours. If I do not respond to your email within three days, please send me a follow-up message.

Disability
Students requesting any accommodations will need to contact Accessible NU: https://www.northwestern.edu/accessiblenu/  ANU will conduct an intake and if appropriate, the Director will provide me with an academic accommodation notification letter for you. At that point, if you would like, I will review the letter with you and discuss these accommodations in relation to this course. All conversations will remain confidential.

Religious Holidays
The Provost’s Statement on Academic Accommodations for Religious Holidays can be viewed at
http://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/faculty-leave-and-holidays/statement-on-academic- accommodations-for-religious-holidays.html In accordance with this policy, please let me know as soon as possible about any possible conflicts so that accommodations can be made.

Classroom Climate
In order for our classroom to be a constructive and supportive space for engaged learning, in-class participation should reflect a genuine attempt to learn from me, the material, and your classmates. The hope is to build a collaborative learning community where everyone feels safe to share, and feels their contributions are being valued. Please note that we will be discussing sensitive material throughout the term which may disproportionately impact some students. As such, it is imperative that you bring extra conscientiousness to this class. Disruptive or disrespectful behavior or comments during discussion, in groupwork, or on the chat, will not be tolerated. Uncivil remarks may result in the lowering of the Attendance/Participation portion of your grade. I do not foresee this being a problem, but just so we are clear.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty
All of your written work will go through Turnitin. Any cases of suspected plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be taken seriously and may lead to serious consequences. You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with Northwestern’s Academic Integrity Policy: https://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/academic-integrity/ 

Mandatory Reporter
As a University employee, I am required to report concerns about a student’s health or safety if I have reason to believe that the student is in danger of injuring self or others. If you would like to speak with someone confidentially about such matters, please contact Counseling and Psychological Services, in the Student Health Center. https://www.northwestern.edu/counseling/

Student Course Ratings
Halfway through the course, students will be asked to provide feedback for the course through an online poll, which will take place during class time. This polling will remain anonymous. Course evaluations provide valuable information about the successful delivery and support of a course to both the faculty and administrators. I rely on course rating surveys for feedback on the course and teaching methods, so I can understand what aspects of the class are most successful and what aspects might be improved or changed in future. Without this information, it can be difficult to reflect upon and improve teaching methods and course design. Please take this polling seriously, in addition to your end-of-course CTECS.

Additional Resources
The Writing Place has tutors who are trained in a variety of areas and specialize in aiding students in their writing process. Students can make appointments online: https://www.writing.northwestern.edu/
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